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On the evening of May 5, in a telephone call with Guatemalan Army Major Eduardo Efrain Izaguirre
Xambara of the Army Public Relations Office, confirmed for the Associated Press the transport of
Guatemalan soldiers by US military helicopters to the north of the country. Izaguirre Xambara said
the US copters were enroute to Honduras. He did not provide details as to the specific military base
destinations of the Guatemalan troops. A communique from Washington indicated that a Pentagon
spokesman said the helicopters carried 300 soldiers from Guatemala City to Playa Grande, in the
northern part of Quiche department, to participate in a counterinsurgency operation. It added
that the transport took place at the request of President Vinicio Cerezo by way of the US Embassy
in Guatemala. AP reported that it was not possible to locate spokespersons for the Guatemalan
government to comment on the Pentagon statements.
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